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need at home, as if thou wert in church, making thy
prayers. Thou hast said many times thou wouldst fain
keep Me. I pray thee now keep him for the love of Me,
for he hath some time fulfilled thy will and My will,
both. And he hath made thy body free to Me, so that
thou shouldst serve Me, and live chaste and clean, and I
will that thou be free to help him at his need in My name.'
*Ah! Lord/ said she, 'for Thy mercy grant me grace
to obey and fulfil Thy will, and let never my ghostly
enemies have any power to hinder me from fulfilling Thy
will/
Then she took home her husband with her and kept
him years after, as long as he lived,, and had full much
labour with him; for in his last days he turned childish
again, and lacked reason, so that he could not do his own
easement by going to a seat, or else he would not, but, as a
child, voided his natural digestion in his linen clothes,
where he sat by the fire or at the table, whichever it were;
he would spare no place.
And therefore was her labour much the more in washing
and wringing, and her costage in firing; and it hindered
her full much from her contemplation, so that many times
she would have loathed her labour, save she bethought
herself how she, in her young age, had full many delect-
able thoughts, fleshly lusts, and inordinate loves to his
person.
And therefore she was glad to be punished with the
same person, and took it much the more easily, and served
him, and helped him, as she thought, as she would have
done Christ Himself.
[Here follows Chapter 77]
266

